
Whereas in the last half century there has been a tremcndons 
increase in the total population of the TJnitecl States; aiid 

Whereas profound chailges in tlie age structnre of our popiilatioii 
have accompanied i t s  growth, pnrticiilarly in the sharply 
increased life expectancy of the indiridual ; and 

Whereas the fastest growiiig segineiit of our yopnlatioii consists 
of persoils sixty-five years of age and over, tlie i?uniber of 
wlioni totaled approximately tlirec million in the j7ear 1900 
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i ~ a c h  approximately twmt-y-oiie million in 1975 ; a n d  

\Thereas diiriiig the last fifty years, as o w  iiatioiial econoiiiy 
moved from one based upon agricultnre to huge iiidustriali- 
zation, imanjr new and iina ntiripated social proltlenis J ~ R V C  
been created, particulady ~ 7 i t l i  respect to our aging citizens 
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~v l io  have been shunted more and iiiore to  an increasiirgly 
ins ec w e ,  dep enclent, and app areal t71 y hop ele s s and helpless 
position in our society, solely on account of their age through 
the deprivation of their opportl-iiiity for gainful work and 
by coi?ipelhg them to retire pi'ematurcly ; axid 

TVlicrctis iiiaiiy of our older people have iiaadcqnatc fiiiancial 
resources to niaintnin tliciriselvcs and their families, arc 
imable to eontinine to inaiiitain theinselves with self respect 
as independent iiieinbers of their eoiimnni ties, are coii- 
fronted v i  th disal,ling lienlth and medical problems, are 
clri-i.en by frnstration and despair to nieintal institntions, find 
tliemsel~es in increasing nuixl~rs oil old-age assistance rolls ; 
and 

TVheiws in time of emergeircy p e i ~ s a ~ s  falling witlnin our older 
age eitizeiis constitute a source of tmaiiendous potential for 
niobilizatioii purposes, il potential which In ycacetiiiie can 
lsc used for the deve lopeut  of a. liealtliy a i d  high prodnc- 
tion natioiid economy in thc firtnre ; m d  

Whereas it is essential that ai1 immediate concerted aiicl compre- 
heiisive ei-fort by governirieiital agencies and private iiidustry 
be undertalcen in order to folmulate a program which will 
not only permit our aging people to coiitiiine to lead proud 
aiid nscfnl lives, bnt :die to prewiit fm-tlicr aggravation of 
tlicir prol~leiiis, with r e ~ i l t i ~ g  incrc~tseel social, financial, and 
iiic*dic.al luii*deiis i i ~ ~ o t  1 tlr c ( 2 0 1 1  1 1  I I I I  i i i  t j i  : TI ier.rfore l)e i t  
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2 tee, to be lmown as the Select Coiiiiriittee on Prohleim o€ the 

3 Aging, to be composed of seven ~ f e m h e r s  of the House of 

4 Representatives to be appointed Ijy the Speaker, one of 

l;"esdvcrl, 'I'bat t1nt.l-e is 11 
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whom lie shall designxxte as chairman. Any vucaiicy occii1'- 

ing in the meinbersliiy of the committee sliall be filled in 

tlie same inaiiner in which tlie original appointment was 

made. 

SEG. 2. The comrnittec is anthorized a i d  directed to- 

(a)  iiivestigate tlie status of the older age group 

withiii O L L ~  popnlation to determine iirliat their basic 

prohIerris are, to determine what the basic; prob- 

lerns are in the fields of einployrxent, healtli, edn- 

cation, and comniunity services in connectioii ~ i t h  the 

utilization of our older popillation gi*oup, what the T'ccl- 

era1 Governiiient's respoiisibilitics are or should be with 

respect to the solntioii of arty of thew problcnts, and 

what orclcr of priority sltonld be given these prolknis in 

planning methods for obtaining their solation. 

( b )  determine h o v  tlie Federal Government can 

best cooperate with local corninunities and private in- 

dustry in their efforts to provide better health and 

iiicdical care, eniploymeut opiiortniiities, living ai~ange- 

ments, recreation and education facilities geared to  the 

needs of such older-age gronps. 

SEC. 3. Tlie cominittee shall report to the Ilorrsc ( 0 1 '  to 

the Clerk of the B-Ionse if the HQWX is not in session) as 

soon as nracticable cluiing the Drexent Congress the results 
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of its investigations and studies, together with such recom- 

niendations as it deems advisable. 

SEC. 4. For tlie purpose of carrying out this resolution 

the committee, or any subcommittee thereof authorized by 

the committee to hold hearings is anthorized to sit and act 

during the present Coiigi*ess at such times and places within 

the United States, v7hether the House is in session, has re- 

cessed, or lias adjourned, to hold sricli hearings, and to 

require, by siibpemia or otliemisc, tlie attendance and testi- 

mony of SLI& witiiesscs and tlie production of books, records, 


